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‘Marines recall
embassy guards
from Moscow

Marine base at Quantico, Va., the - -
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By Bill Gertz

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The entire U.S. Marine security guard
contingent in Moscow has been recalled to
the United States amid reports that other
Marines are suspects in the Soviet KGB's
penetration of the U.S. Embassy there.

Two Marines are under arrest in the in-
vestigation.

“This measure is precautionary in nature
and is intended to facilitate an investigation
-of the security program at the U.S. Em-
bassy,” said Phyllis Oakley, a State Depart-
ment spokeswoman. “There’s no evidence
that any of the returning Marines are impli-
cated in any wrongdoing.”

But administration sources familiar with
the case said that U.S. investigators suspect
other Marines may also have been involved
in illicit activities in Moscow.

Meanwhile, Sgt. Clayton J. Lonetree, who
is under arrest on charges of spying for
Moscow, was admitted to Bethesda Naval

Hospital for psychiatric tests, the Marine
Corps said yesterday. ] v

A civilian attorney for Sgt. Lonetree sajd.
the tests were ordered after the Marine
guard made contradictory statements -tp-
Naval Investigative Service agents probing
the case. .

The withdrawal of all 28 Marine guards-
at the Moscow embassy, to take place next
month, came after the Marine Corps dis-
closed last week that Sgt. Lonetree and a
second Marine, Cpl. Arnold Bracy, con-
spired to allow Soviet KGB agents to enter
secured areas of the embassy between Jan-
uary and March 1986. The two men allowed
the Soviets to “peruse’ the embassy’s com-
munications cenfeér, defense attache office
and other senstive intelligence areas, the
Marine Corps said in documents filed ity
military court. e

Other Marine security guards, considy
ered the elite of the corps, wilk be brotight*
in from other U.S. embassies or frolq,the'
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Marine Corps and State Department
said in a joint statement.

_Administration officials familiar
with the case have said it represents
one of the most serious intelligence
failures in U.S. history.

The 28 Marine guards in Moscow
are coming home at the same time
the State Department has launched
areview of embassy security proce-
dures, and the Pentagon is investi-
gating whether there should be
changes in the selection, training
and assignment of Marine security
guards at U.S. embassies.

The Moscow embassy is not the
only place where Marine guards
have caused security problems, ac-
cording to administration sources.
One source said the top-secret Na-
tional Security Agency abandoned
the use of Marine security guards at
its facilities during the late 1970s be-
cause of security problems. NSA
now employs its own police force.

The Marine Corps said Sgt. Lone-
tree, 25, was admitted to Bethesda
Naval Hospital for a psychiatric ex-
amination to determine whether he
is competent for court-martial, He
has been held since December in

solitary confinement at the Marine
base in Quantico.

A Marine Corps spokesman de-
nied Sgt. Lonetree had tried to com-
mit suicide and said Sgt. Lonetree
was at the hospital for “an inquiry
into the mental capacity or responsi-
bility of the accused”

An administration source said
that Sgt. Lonetree showed signs of

“delusions of grandeur and para-
noia,” which cast doubt on some of
tpe statements he made to NIS inves-
tigators.

Michael V. Stuhff, Sgt. Lonetree’s
attorney, said in a telephone inter-
view that the Marine Corps con-
tended during a military court pro-
ceeding last week that Sgt. Lonetree

falsely tola investigators that he
stole classified documents and kept
them hidden in an embassy drain-
pipe.

Mr. Stubff said the NIS agents told
Marine Corps judicial authorities,
“No such documents exist, nor did
they come up missing, and the place
he described was not accessible to
him.”

According to Mr. Stuhff, one of the
agents conducting the interrogation
sessions with Sgt. Lonetree “turned
off the tape recorder and said, ‘Just
tell us anything, tell us a lie’ ”

Ina further development, lawyers
for Sgt. Lonetree charged that Cpl.
Bracy, a second Marine guard sus-
pected of spying, has recanted pre-
vious statements made to investiga-
tors that the two guards gave KGB
agents access to the U.S. Embassy.

According to Mr. Stuhff, “Sgt.
Lonetree was absolutely shocked
that Bracy would make something
like that up.”

Marine Corps officials have de-
clined to comment on Cpl. Bracy's
statements in the case since they are
“part of the investigative process”a
spokesman said.

Mr. Stuhff said he has not spoken
with Cpl. Bracy nor viewed tran-
scripts of statements he made to in-
vestigators. But he said Cpl. Bracy
lied to investigators during “several
weeks” of questioning. Cpl. Bracy’s
stateménts and his recantation are

unavailable, he said, since they are
classified.

“He [Cpl. Bracy] became con-
vinced that Lonetree was guilty, but,
in any event, neither he nor Lonetree
have been involved in any espi-
onage,” Mr. Stuhff said.

Both Marines were coerced into
making false admissions by NIS in-
vestigators, Mr. Stuhff claimed.

“It indicates the extent to which
these young men have had self-
sacrifice drummed into them,” he
said.

The New York Times, citing doc-
uments obtained from defense attor-
neys, reported yesterday that Sgt.
Lonetree said he spied for the So-
viets because of “what the white
man did to the Indian.” Sgt. Lonetree
is a member of the Navajo and Win-
nebago American Indian tribes.

Mr. Stuhff provided some details
of the Lonetree case, which he
claimed was not a “classic honey
trap,” a reference to intelligence op-
erations involving sexual entrap-
ment.

. Sgt. Lonetree, he said, became ro-
mantically involved with a Soviet
national, Violetta Seina, who was
employed as a translator by the US.
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Embassy. Mr. Stuhff described her
as a Ukrainian Jew who had good
Engh'sh-language skills and had
been invited to embassy parties de-
spite Marine regulationg barring
fraternization with foreign women,

“Frankly, she does not appear to
be a Soviet agent” Mr. Stuhff said.
“She’s a Soviet nationa] and Soviet
agents may have tried to put pres-
Sure on her” to exploit her relation-
ship with Sgt. Lonetree,

Mr. Stuhff said Sgt. Lonetree had
hoped to pursue a career in intel-

ligence after his tour of duty in Mos-
Cow and at one point in the affair
attempted to blackmail a Soviet
KGB agent he had been in contact
with.

“He’s a young idealistic man who
was trying to take some initiative
and be a hero, but he got out on a
limb,” Mr. Stuhff said. “The circum-
stances make him look real bad.”

Mr. Stuhff said Sgt. Lonetree,
arter he ha

Both Sgt. Lonetree and Cpl. Bracy
were seduced by Soviet nationals
employed at the US. Embassy, ad-
ministration officials said.

Sgt. Lonetree has been charged
with 24 counts, including two espi-
onage charges. If convicted, he
could be executed.

He is accused of revealing the
names and identities of covert U.S.
agents, providing Soviet agents with
floor plans and office assignments
for the U.S. embassies in Moscow
and Vienna and with allowing Soviet
personnel to enter secured areas of
the Moscow embassy.

Cpl. Bracy was transferred last
week to Quantico, where he is being
held on suspicion of espionage. He
has not been charged formally pend-
ing the outcome of a preliminary in-
vestigation.

Marine Corps spokesman Maj.
Anthony Rothfork said that Cpl.
Bracy was demoted from sergeant
last summer under a Marine Corps
administrative procedure. He de-
clined to elaborate, citing privacy
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Us. Embassy in Vienna, “walk
Yo the CIA staton. . and said, T've dt
EOt this going on and I'm in over my restrictions.

Thg next military hearing in the
cqs; 18 scheduled for April 15, he
said.
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